CLASSIC CRIMES
house in October? (Daft Jamie). Witness, duly warned as
before, declined to answer. Mrs. Hare corroborated. So
soon as Burke attacked the old woman, she and Macdougal
withdrew into the passage. On their return to the room,
fifteen minutes later, they saw nothing of the guest. "I had a
supposition that she had been murdered," said the witness,
coolly j "I have seen such tricks before." Asked why she did
not seek assistance from the neighbours, she tartly replied:
"The thing had happened two or three times before, and it
was not likely I should tell a thing to affect my husband."
This truculent and forbidding hag held the while in her
maternal grasp a wretched infant, then in the throes of whoop-
ing-cough, which, as Cockburn afterwards reminded the jury,
"seemed at every attack to fire her with intenser anger and
impatience, till at last the infant was plainly used merely as an
instrument for delaying or evading whatever question it was
inconvenient for her to answer."
The medical evidence came practically to this: in chief,
that death was probably due to suffocation by violence; in
cross, that the appearances were merely suspicious.
To the long and elaborate addresses of counsel and the able
charge of the presiding Judge I cannot here do justice; the
reader may study them at length in my report of the trial* The
Dean of Faculty, for Burke, began his speech at three o'clock
in the morning, the proceedings having already lasted seven-
teen hours 1 Cockburn started at five, and spoke for an hour
in behalf of MacdougaL The Justice-Clerk's charge, the
weight of which was heavily against both pannels, occupied
over two hours. At half-past eight, on the morning of
Christmas Day, the jury retired to consult, and in fifty minutes
returned to Court with their verdict: Burke, Guilty j Mac-
dougal, Not Proven. Turning to his companion in the dock,
Burke remarked: "Nellie, you are out of the scrape." The
Justice-Clerk, in pronouncing sentence of death, said his only
doubt was whether Burke's body should not be hung in chains,
but he directed that it be publicly dissected and anatomized.
His Lordship further expressed the hope that his skeleton
would be preserved as a memorial of his atrocious crimes. All
which, as we know, was well and truly done. The Court
then rose, having sat continuously for four-and-twenty hours*
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